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Introduction

The Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni breeds in North Africa, Europe and
Asia, and over-winters in sub-Saharan Africa, especially East and
southern Africa (Brown er al. 1982, Del Hoyo et al. 1994). The world
population has been estimated at 50,000 to 60,000 individuals (BirdLife
International 2000). This may however be an under-estimate, as larger
numbers of birds have been counted during coordinated roost surveys in
South Africa (A. van Zyl, pers. comm.).

The Lesser Kestrel is one of the world’s most threatened raptors, listed
as Vulnerable by BirdLife International (2000). The world population
may have declined by more than 20% during the past ten years, mostly
due to habitat loss and degradation associated with agriculture,
afforestation and urbanization (BirdLife International 2000). This
population decrease has however apparently not been reflected in South
Africa where surprisingly the population seems to be stable, possibly
even increasing (Siegfried & Skead 1971, Colahan 1993, Nuttall 1993,
Herremans & Herremans-Tonnoeyr 2001, Barnes 2000, Jenkins 2005).






