
The Northern Cape’s raptors 

New common name 

(Roberts VII) 

Old common name 

(Roberts VI) 

Scientific name Locality & date 

observed 

Secretarybird Secretarybird Sagittarius serpentarius  

Cape Vulture Cape Vulture Gyps coprotheres  

African White-backed Vulture Whitebacked Vulture Gyps africanus  

Lappet-faced Vulture Lappetfaced Vulture Torgos tracheliotus  

White-headed Vulture Whiteheaded Vulture Trigonoceps occipitalis  

Palm-nut Vulture Palmnut Vulture Gypohierax angolensis  

Black Kite Black Kite, Yellowbilled Kite Milvus migrans  

Yellow-billed Kite Yellowbilled Kite Milvus parasitus  

Black-shouldered Kite Blackshouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus  

Verreaux's Eagle Black Eagle Aquila verreauxii  

Tawny Eagle Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax  

Steppe Eagle Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis  

Lesser Spotted Eagle Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina  

Wahlberg's Eagle Wahlberg's Eagle Aquila wahlbergi  

Booted Eagle Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus  

African Hawk-Eagle African Hawk Eagle Hieraaetus spilogaster  

Martial Eagle Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus  

Brown Snake-Eagle Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus  

Black-breasted Snake-Eagle Blackbreasted Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis  

Bateleur Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus  

African Fish Eagle African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer  

Common Buzzard Steppe Buzzard Buteo buteo  

Jackal Buzzard Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus  

Shikra Little Banded Goshawk Accipiter badius  

Gabar Goshawk Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar  

Pale Chanting Goshawk Pale Chanting Goshawk Melierax canorus  

African Marsh-Harrier African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus  

Montagu's Harrier Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus  

Pallid Harrier Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus  

Black Harrier Black Harrier Circus maurus  

African Gymnogene Gymnogene Polyboroides typus  

Osprey Osprey Pandion haliaetus  

Peregrine Falcon Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus  

Lanner Falcon Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus  

Eurasian Hobby Hobby Falcon Falco subbuteo  

African Hobby African Hobby Falcon Falco cuvierii  

Sooty Falcon Sooty Falcon Falco concolor  

Red-necked Falcon Rednecked Falcon Falco chicquera  

Red-footed Falcon Western Redfooted Kestrel Falco vespertinus  

Amur Falcon Eastern Redfooted Kestrel Falco amurensis  

Rock Kestrel Rock Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  

Greater Kestrel Greater Kestrel Falco rupicoloides  

Lesser Kestrel Lesser Kestrel Falco naumanni  

Pygmy Falcon Pygmy Falcon Polihierax semitorquatus  

Barn Owl Barn Owl Tyto alba  



African Grass Owl Grass Owl Tyto capensis  

Marsh Owl Marsh Owl Asio capensis  

African Scops-Owl African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis  

White-faced Scops-Owl Whitefaced Owl Otus leucotis  

Pearl-spotted Owlet Pearlspotted Owl Glaucidium perlatum  

Cape Eagle-Owl Cape Eagle Owl Bubo capensis  

Spotted Eagle-Owl Spotted Eagle Owl Bubo africanus  

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Giant Eagle Owl Bubo lacteus  

The Red Data Species (“Vulnerable” and “Near-threatened”) are shaded (Barnes 2000. The Eskom Red Data Book of 
Birds of Lesotho, Swaziland & South Africa. BirdLife South Africa, Johannesburg). 
 
 


